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952 The Reptiles in Maggie Basin, Nevada 

The three species which are found in apparently equal abundance in the 
mountains and on the basin floor, Bascanion constrictor vetustum, B. taeniatum, 
and Pityophis catenifer sayi, are apparently equally at home in all habitats, 
regardless of the nature of the soil or the presence of rocks. 

The Succession of Habitats. If the topography and distribution have been 
correctly interpreted, one must conclude that in this region the habitats of the 
terricolous forms are being extended at the expense of those of the rock 
dwellers as the land is being reduced to a base level; and that if the rate of 
dissection is not increased the latter will become extinct, while the terricolous 
species are destined to beeome the dominant elements in the fauna. The dis- 
tribution of the reptiles in Maggie Basin thus in large part admits of a 
physiographic interpretation and provides an example of the influence of base- 
leveling upon the distribution of animals. 2 

2 Compare J. B. Woodworth : The Relation between Baseleveling and Organic Evolution, 
Amer. Geol, Vol. 14, 1894, pp. 209-235; and Charles C. Adams: Baseleveling and Its Faunal 
Significance, with Illustrations from the Southeastern United States, Amer. Kat., Vol. 35, 1901, 
pp. 839-851. 



PHOTOGRAPHS OF GEOGRAPHICAL INTEREST 
IN WASHINGTON 

The Forest Service has a collection of 30,000 photographs mounted, labeled, 
and classified. In addition, there are 70,000 other negatives. The photo- 
graphic collection is in charge of an attendant who gives her whole time to the 
work and who assists inquirers. The photographs are sold at 10 per cent, ad- 
vance on the cost of printing, and average from 6 to 15 cents each. Lantern 
slides are made of any photograph and sold at 40 cents each. The Service has 
also a large collection of lantern slides illustrating various phases of forestry 
and related subjects, from which sets are loaned to reliable persons or insti- 
tutions for short periods, the borrowers paying transportation charges and 
assuming responsibility for loss or breakage. An outline of the subjects of 
these slides is furnished on request. 

The Forest Service also has a set of 44 large, mounted photographs, ar- 
ranged in 11 series, 4 in each series, illustrating some special feature of forest 
work or forest conditions in the United States. Each series of 4 photographs; 
is mounted on a strip of green denim cloth, with eyelets at the upper end for 
hanging on the wall. The exhibit may be engaged for a short loan by any 
school, library or educational institution willing to pay the transportation 
charges. 

The Forest Service has prepared 64 samples of commercially important 
woods of the United States, with short statements of their principal uses and 
physical characteristics, maps showing the regions in which they grow, and 
maps and charts of wood production. The material is arranged on photo- 
graphic mounts measuring 16% by 10 inches each, and these mounts are affixed 
to strips of green denim, four on each strip, with eyelets in the upper corners 
for hanging. The exhibit is loaned to any institution paying the transportation 
charges. 



Geographical Photographs in Washington 953 

The Reclamation Service has a collection of nearly 10,000 photographs 
showing all of the government irrigation projects. The photographs illustrate 
the following: (1) conditions of vegetation before irrigation; (2) all stages 
in the progress of dam-construction; (3) completed dams; (4) various methods 
of applying the water; (5) crops and orchards under irrigation; (6) miscel- 
laneous matters related to reclamation work. The photographs are mounted in 
scrap books showing, in an orderly manner, the development of the project 
from beginning to end. The scrap books are labeled with the name of the 
particular project which they illustrate, and each photograph has its title and 
number. The collection is in charge of an attendant and inquirers have every 
assistance. The photographs are sold at 25 and 35 cents each. Lantern slides 
of exceptionally fine quality are sold at 25 cents for uncolored slides and $1.00 
for colored. Traveling sets of slides may be obtained, the borrower paying 
transportation charges both ways and for any slides broken. 

The U. S. Geological Survey has a collection of 60,000 photographic nega- 
tives taken by the field geologists and government photographers for more than 
forty years. They are classified under subjects- — canyons, craters, caves, vol- 
canoes, etc. — and are mounted in albums (over 100), which may be inspected 
by interested persons. Extra copies of the photographs may be ordered and 
are sold at prices ranging from 5 to 60 cents, according to the size. A special 
album has been prepared covering 400 type views illustrating nearly every type 
of geological and physiographic feature. This is sent to persons who may 
wish to make selections of 50 or more subjects. Other views are not sent out 
on this basis, but anyone who desires views for some particular purpose may 
write of his needs and a member of the staff will make the selection for him, or 
photographs may be ordered corresponding to the illustrations in any of the 
Survey 's printed reports. Lantern slides are made from any of the photographs 
at 40 cents each for uncolored views and from 30 to 60 cents extra if colored. 

The Bureau of Mines has a collection of several hundred photographs in the 
Washington office and a still larger collection in the Pittsburgh office. Many 
of them have to do with safety devices, mine rescue work and the like. There 
are, however, excellent photographs of coal-mining and coal-handling scenes 
and a limited number of views showing mining operations. Persons in search 
of photographs may personally inspect the collection and select views, or they 
may address the Director of the Bureau of Mines, Washington, describing their 
needs, and photographs will be sent to them. They are supplied at the cost of 
printing and mailing. 

The various divisions of the Department of Agriculture other than the 
Forest Service have large collections of photographs, labeled and classified. 
They are kept in the offices of the various divisions of the Department. The 
collections are mainly for the use of the Department, although inquirers are 
given assistance in securing desired photographs. 

Since copies of all copyright photographs must be deposited with the di- 
vision of copyrights, the government has accumulated a very large and very fine 
collection of general photographs. The most desirable of these are classified 
and stored in the division of photographs of the Library of Congress. These 
are not sold or loaned, but the name of the photographer appears on the print 
and copies may, in most cases, be secured from the maker. 

E. H. Whitbeck. 



